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2020-2021 School Year Learning Model Family Update 
November 12, 2020 

  

Elementary in Hybrid Learning and Secondary in Distance Learning 
  
Dear Families: 
 
At this time, we continue to be in Hybrid Learning for the Elementary School and Distance Learning for 
the Secondary School. 
  
Today’s Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) published 14-day county-wide number for Waseca 
County is 30.84 for the period 10/18 - 10/31. Looking ahead to the 14-day period 10/25 - 11/7 to be 
published next week on November 19, Waseca County Public Health (WCPH) projects the overall case 
rate to increase to the range of 41-45. 
 
Today’s Steele County MDH 14-day county-wide case rate is 41.99 for the period 10/18 - 10/31 and 
projects to be in the range of 66 - 70 for the period 10/25 - 11/7 to be published next week.  Today’s 
Freeborn County MDH 14-day county-wide case rate is 48.16 for the period 10/18 - 10/31 and projects 
to be in the range of 66 - 70 for the period 10/25 to be published next week. 
 
We have developed a COVID-19 Dashboard that you can find on the COVID-19 Information page on the 
District’s website. We plan to update the dashboard weekly on Fridays. 
   
Today, our Secondary School was included on the “Facilities with Cases & Exposures” list that you can 
find on the MDH’s website (at the bottom of the page under "Facilities with Cases & Exposures"). School 
buildings with five or more confirmed COVID-19 cases are identified. School buildings’ names will come 
off the identified list if they have no new confirmed cases after 28 days, which is two incubation cycles. 
 
You may have also already seen the MDH announcement below. 
 

Eleven new COVID-19 testing sites to open across Minnesota; mail order program now available 
statewide -- New testing sites to remain open 3-5 days a week through at least end of year 
In order to expand access to free, “no barrier” COVID-19 testing, the Minnesota Department of 
Health (MDH) today announced 11 new longer-term COVID-19 testing sites will open across 
Minnesota in the coming weeks. Ten of the testing sites will be at National Guard Armories in Albert 
Lea, Anoka, Crookston, Fairmont, Hibbing, Hutchinson, Inver Grove Heights, Morris, Stillwater, and 
Wadena. The 11th will be in the west metro. 
 
In addition to the 11 new testing sites, the COVID-19 Test at Home program is now available to all 
Minnesotans across the state. This is an expansion from the pilot, which was previously made 
available in 23 counties and the Red Lake Nation. 
 

https://www.nrheg.k12.mn.us/domain/700
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTIuMzAzMjg1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2l0dWF0aW9uLmh0bWwjY2FyZTIifQ._MOQasRgZhfLoIkdmFp9X0xx6tcArlkwfeeUCIZlmr4/s/525710273/br/88539659672-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTIuMzAzMzU1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvdGVzdHNpdGVzL2F0aG9tZS5odG1sIn0.bz8PUD-KKyvRaO6X1Dk5tdKeRO5j_Npsrz_3VajuEiM/s/717729052/br/88550554651-l


“Minnesota is entering the most difficult phase of the pandemic yet,” said Minnesota Commissioner 
of Health Jan Malcolm. “We have record levels of new cases, high hospitalization numbers, and 
increased community spread. At the same time, we know promising vaccines are entering new 
stages of development.” 
 
“Right now, our job is to build a bridge to that day when safe and effective vaccines are widely 
available. We do that by working together to limit the impacts of COVID-19 on our families and 
communities through the simple steps we know make a difference. That includes social distancing, 
masking, avoiding crowds, staying home when sick, and getting tested when appropriate. This 
latest expansion of testing makes that last part easier by providing Minnesotans with an 
unprecedented level of access to COVID-19 tests, putting nearly every Minnesotan just three days 
from a test result,” continued Malcolm. 
 
All of the new testing sites, as well as the mail order program, offer COVID-19 testing to any 
Minnesotan who wants to be tested, whether they have symptoms or not, and does not require 
insurance. Some sites will offer nasal swab testing, others will offer saliva testing. They will stay in 
operation until at least the end of the year to provide sustained testing capacity across the state. 
 
The sites at National Guard armories will be staffed by a combination of local public health staff and 
members of the Minnesota National Guard. Nearly 100 members of the National Guard are being 
deployed to provide support with logistics, registration, check in and check out, supply management 
and transportation. These sites will replace the “pop-up” style of community testing events, which 
for the past several months would arrive in a community for 2-3 days of testing. 
 
“Our mobile community testing events allowed us to test thousands of Minnesotans, in all corners 
of the state,” said Dan Huff, assistant commissioner for health protection. “We came to 
communities experiencing spikes in cases or hotspots. But now, every community is seeing spikes in 
cases. By placing these testing sites in armories for the time being, we’re able to spend more time 
providing tests, instead of setting up new testing sites every week. This expansion allows us to be 
more efficient and provide more access to more people.” 
 
The state will also open a new saliva testing site in Burnsville, at the former Pier 1 store, on Monday, 
Nov 16. It is the 10th saliva site operated by Vault Medical Services, which has also partnered with 
the state to offer the COVID-19 Test at Home program statewide. 
 
“Our mail order at-home test program is another way we are helping Minnesotans stay safe, which 
also includes the 10 on-site testing facilities across the state, and the Oakdale COVID-19 lab,” said 
Vault Health Founder and CEO Jason Feldman. "Now, residents can access our tests from the safety 
of their own home under the digital supervision of a practitioner with results in the same amount of 
time." 
 
Through the COVID-19 Test at Home program, any person in Minnesota can order a saliva test to be 
delivered at their home with expedited shipping. The test is then sent to the new lab in Oakdale, 
Minnesota, for processing. 
“The pilot program provided valuable insight and important information about how the program 
works in practice, not just in our more populated areas of the state, but in our smaller communities 
as well. Using what we’ve learned, we’ve made the Test at Home program easier to use, more 
accessible, and more user-friendly,” continued Huff. 
 
Find more information about the COVID-19 Test at Home program and find the link to order a test 
at COVID-19 Test at Home.  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTIuMzAzMzU1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvdGVzdHNpdGVzL2F0aG9tZS5odG1sIn0.KpPTYsfpT4uCs0qS2mvCWXcNO34g2N9iMfOUpJem57Q/s/717729052/br/88550554651-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTIuMzAzMzU1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvdGVzdHNpdGVzL2F0aG9tZS5odG1sIn0.3-6h0vPIgxEhi5yXeqh-XnmT3XFSh8D_LbKlHCQ78JE/s/717729052/br/88550554651-l


We continue to work closely with county and state public health officials in monitoring the most 
relevant information and metrics that will guide our learning model decisions. Thank you for all you are 
doing to take care of yourself, your family, and those around you. 
 
Dale Carlson 
Superintendent   
 


